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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN THE CITY OF 
SAVANNA, CARROLL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 AT 7:30 

P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT 333 CHICAGO AVENUE, SAVANNA, ILLINOIS 
61074 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor McCombie called the City Council meeting to order on said date at 7:30 P.M. Notice of 
the meeting was delivered to all Council members and posted in accordance with the State of 
Illinois Open Meetings Act 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor McCombie recited and led the Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor McCombie asked the Clerk to call the roll with Mayor McCombie, Bill Robinson, Peg 
Haffey, John Peterson, Jeff Griswold, Lisa Robinson, Pat Sanchez, Christine Lee and Scott Law 
present establishing a quorum. Also in attendance were City Clerk, Paul Hartman, City Attorney 
– Phil Jensen, Police Chief Mike Moon, Mike Miller, Mike Nester, Wayne Larky, News Media, 
John Lindeman Public Works Superintendent, Comptroller/Treasurer Sheryl Sipe, Fire Chief 
Shawn Picolotti, Roger Husband, Craig LaShelle, Nick Wagner – MSA, Sharon Pepin - 
Community Funding and Planning Services,  Nick Promenschenkel, Kathy Sanchez, Sharon 
Eckstein, Marne LaShelle, Jodi Sweeney, Jack Leiffort, Diane Reed, Chris & Cheryl Long, Joe 
& Karen Granata, Mike Wheetley and Curt Hockman  
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said agenda, pursuant to consideration. 
Peg Haffey motioned, seconded by Lisa Robinson, to approve the agenda, adding for 
discussion under New Business “Discussion - Alley of E Side of Keller Street Drainage“ 
Mayor McCombie asked for discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll 
call on the motion with all members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the 
motion carried, passed and approved.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Consideration of the Minutes of the September 8, 2015 Regular Meeting  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion, pursuant to consideration of the referenced 
minutes. Christine Lee motioned, seconded by Peg Haffey, to waive the reading of the 
minutes and approve the minutes, by amending under Winkel in the last sentence change 
the word “direst” to “direct.” Mayor McCombie asked for discussion on the motion and 
hearing none called for a voice roll call on the motion, with all members present voting in favor. 
Mayor McCombie declared the motion passed, carried, and said motion approved.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Building & Public Property/Health & Safety Committee-09-09-15 Mayor McCombie asked 
Chair Scott Law for report for review and discussion, pursuant to consideration. Several items 
were discussed and he updated the council. Next meeting date is pending.   After discussion, 
Christine Lee made a motion, seconded by John Peterson, to approve said report, as 
presented. Mayor McCombie asked for discussion on the motion and hearing none asked 
for a voice roll call on the motion with all members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie 
declared the motion carried, passed and approved.  
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Letter from Susan Abid - added to agenda under Discussion - Alley of E Side of Keller Street 
Drainage 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
Personnel/Ordinance/Public Relations Committee - Remove Peg Haffey and Appoint John 
Peterson Mayor McCombie recommends. Without discussion, Scott Law made a motion 
seconded by Pat Sanchez, to approve said recommendation, as presented. Mayor 
McCombie asked for discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll call on 
the motion with all members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the motion 
carried, passed and approved.   
 
BIDS:  
2015 Street Repair, Bid Review  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said report, pursuant to consideration and 
referred presentation to Nick Wagner and John Lindeman Public Works Superintendent. Brandt 
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submitted one bid for $430,582.50 with the Engineers estimate at $285,000.00. After discussion, 
it was recommended to conclude that rebidding in the winter for spring/summer construction in 
2016 would lower project costs. Concluding discussion, Bill Robinson made a motion, 
seconded by Jeff Griswold, to accept and approve said recommendation, as presented. 
Mayor McCombie asked for discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll 
call on the motion with all members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the 
motion carried, passed and approved.  
 
MONTHLY REPORTS:  
Fire for August 2015  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said report, pursuant to consideration. 
Without discussion, Peg Haffey made a motion, seconded by Christine Lee, to accept and 
approve said report, as presented. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
Wastewater Treatment Facility, Main and Bowen Street Lift Stations and In-System Sewer 
Improvements Project Update and Associated Action Items  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said report, pursuant to consideration and 
referred to a project update presented by Nick Wagner MSA. This project update was distributed 
at the meeting with limited discussion managed. The Board accepted this report by general 
consensus of the members present.  
 
Ordinance, Establishing the Position of City Administrator  
Mayor McCombie asked for the second reading and discussion of said proposed ordinance 
establishing the position of City Administrator, pursuant to consideration. Bill Robinson made 
a motion, seconded by Jeff Griswold, to not pass said proposed ordinance. Mayor 
McCombie asked for a called roll on the motion with Bill Robinson - yes, Peg Haffey - no, 
Christine Lee- no, John Peterson - no, Jeff Griswold - yes, Lisa Robinson - no, Scott Law- yes, 
Pat Sanchez – yes, and Mayor McCombie – no. Mayor McCombie declared the motion failed. 
Christine Lee made a motion, seconded by Peg Haffey to adopt proposed Ordinance 
#2141 establishing the position of City Administrator in the City of Savanna. Mayor 
McCombie asked for a called roll on the motion with Bill Robinson – no, Peg Haffey - yes, 
Christine Lee - yes, John Peterson - yes, Jeff Griswold - no, Lisa Robinson - yes, Scott Law – 
no, Pat Sanchez - No and Mayor McCombie - yes. Mayor McCombie declared the motion 
carried, passed and approved and Ordinance #2141 adopted, as presented.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion - Alley of E Side of Keller Street Drainage 
Mayor McCombie recognized correspondence from Susan Adib about drainage issues located 
at her property on the alley off of Keller St.  Mayor McCombie asked for audience discussion of 
said complaints, pursuant to consideration. Ms. Adib presented drainage issues related to 
potential damage to her garage located to a city alley running easterly from Keller Street. Three 
audience members (Craig LaShelle, Nick Promenschenkel, Susan Abid) representing the 
drainage area in the Milwaukee Street area presented drainage issues causing damage and 
erosion problems to their adjacent properties. Nick Wagner speculated an engineering study 
could cost $5-10,000 and a storm sewer project to enhance drainage could cost upwards of 
$500,000.00. After a lengthy discussion it was agreed upon that a study of easements, property 
ownership and drainage would be done.  MSA and John Lindeman, Superintendent of Public 
Works will come back to council with costs for discussion. This action was accepted by 
consensus.  
 
LaShelle Drain Clean Out Replacement 
Mayor McCombie recognized Craig LaShelle from the audience and he showed council pictures 
of damage to his property and request for a drainage clean out replacement. Peg Haffey made 
a motion, seconded by John Peterson, for the City to replace the storm inlet located 
at the rear of Craig LaShelle’s property located at 222 Milwaukee to help alleviate 
some draining issues and ease in the clean out of the inlet.  Mayor McCombie asked for 
discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll call on the motion with all 
members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the motion carried, passed and 
approved.  
 
Ordinance Amending Title 7, Chapter 2, Section 7, Noxious Weeds, Penalty  
Mayor McCombie advised to table this proposed ordinance. The Board accepted this report by 
general consensus of the members present.  
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Resolution, Halloween Festivities  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said proposed resolution, pursuant to 
consideration. Said resolution authorizes trick or treat activities during the hours of 6 PM to 8PM, 
Saturday October 31, 2015. With limited discussion, Peg Haffey made a motion, second by 
Pat Sanchez, to adopt Resolution #1101, as presented. Mayor McCombie asked for 
discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll call on the motion with all 
members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the motion carried, passed and 
approved.  
 
Resolution, Temporary Road Closure, Halloween Parade  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said resolution, pursuant to consideration.  
Said proposed resolution grants the City of Savanna permission to close off Illinois Route 64 
from Division Street to Chisago (Chicago) Avenue during the hours of 5 PM and 5:30 PM. For 
the purpose of a Halloween Parade. With no discussion, Scott Law made a motion, seconded 
by Pat Sanchez, to adopt Resolution #1102, as presented. Mayor McCombie asked for 
discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll call on the motion with all 
members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the motion carried, passed and 
approved.  

Resolution of Support, Wacker Roadway Project  

Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said resolution, pursuant to consideration. 
Said resolution resolves that the City of Savanna apply for a grant under the terms and 
conditions of the U.S. Department of Commerce committing the required matching funds, 
consisting of City Funding and IDOT EDP funding towards the EDA grant application for the 
Wacker Road Reconstruction Project. With limited discussion, Bill Robinson motioned, 
seconded by John Peterson, to adopt Resolution #1103, as presented. Mayor 
McCombie asked for discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll call 
on the motion with all members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the 
motion carried, passed and approved.  
 
Ordinance, Amending Title 7, Chapter 6, Section 4, Sewer Funds  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said ordinance, pursuant to consideration. 
Said proposed Ordinance will put into place an increased sewer debt service.  The rate will 
incrementally increase as follows:  
 
January 1, 2016 - $10.00 month, per user fee 
May 1, 2016 - $5.00 more per month, for a total fee of $15.00 per month, per user 
May 1, 2017 - $5.00 more per month, for a total fee of $20.00 per month, per user 
May 1, 2018 - $9.00 more per month, for a total fee of $29.00 per month, per user 
 
After discussion, Bill Robinson made a motion, seconded by Scott Law to waive the first 
reading of said proposed ordinance, read by title only, and adopt Ordinance #2142, as 
presented. Mayor McCombie read proposed Ordinance #2142 by title only and asked for a 
called roll on the motion with Bill Robinson, Peg Haffey, Christine Lee, John Peterson, Jeff 
Griswold, Lisa Robinson, Scott Law, Pat Sanchez and Mayor McCombie voting in favor. 
Declared the motion carried, passed and approved. 
 
Ordinance, Amending Title 7, Chapter 6, Section 5, Basic User Rate Schedule 2 and 
Nonresident Users  
Mayor McCombie asked for review and discussion of said ordinance, pursuant to consideration. 
Said proposed ordinance will amend all non-resident non-metered sewer users minimum flat 
rate charges from $150.36 per quarter to $165.36 per quarter, effective January 1, 2016. After 
limited discussion, Bill Robinson made a motion, seconded by Scott Law to waive the first 
reading of said proposed ordinance and read by title only and adopt Ordinance #2143, as 
presented. Mayor McCombie read said proposed ordinance #2143 by title only and asked for 
discussion on the motion and hearing none asked for a voice roll call on the motion with all 
members present voting in favor. Mayor McCombie declared the motion carried, passed and 
approved.   
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CITIZENS, COUNCIL MEMBERS: Mayor McCombie recognized the following for comments: 
 
Kathy Sanchez was recognized from the audience to register a complaint on the lack of traffic 
control on East Bowen Street, due to construction by Jo Carroll Energy. Mayor McCombie 
deferred action of this matter to John Lindeman Public Works Superintendent. 
 
Roger Husband was recognized from the audience to express his dismay of the condition of 
Cedar Street due to a private sewer line replacement project. Mayor McCombie deferred 
corrective action to be implemented by John Lindeman Public Works Superintendent. 
 
Susan Adib was recognized from the audience requesting sand bags be placed along the alley 
to protect her garage. Discussion resolved this issue with property owners to place bags. 
 
Lisa Robinson was recognized from the elected officials table and requested parking 
restrictions be placed on Longmoor Avenue to allow for enhanced traffic flow for school buses. 
This item referred to committee by Mayor McCombie. 
 
John Lindeman Public Works Superintendent was recognized from the appointed officials 
table and commented on the progress of the micro surfacing re-application project and reminded 
the council that the re-application was not a complete re-application, however only a patch of 
areas that were poorly applied last season. 
 
Fire Chief Shawn Picolotti was recognized from the appointed officials table noting a portion 
of the sidewalk/drive has been constructed at the fire station. 
 
Police Chief Mike Moon was recognized from the appointed officials table and commented the 
new patrol car has been delivered and is in service. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
5ILCS 120/2 (c) (1) Consideration and Discussion of the Appointment Employment, 
Compensation, Discipline, Performance, Dismissal of Specific Employees or to Hear 
Testimony on a Complaint Lodged Against an Employee  
No executive session transpired. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor McCombie asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bill Robinson  motioned, 
seconded by Jeff Griswold, to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 PM. Mayor McCombie  asked for 
discussion and hearing none asked for a called roll on the motion with Bill Robinson, Lisa 
Robinson, John Peterson, Scott Law, Peg Haffey, Pat Sanchez, Christine Lee, Jeff Griswold, and 
Mayor McCombie voting in favor. Mayor Tony McCombie declared the motion passed, carried, 
and approved, as presented. 
 
By Paul Hartman, City Clerk  


